CHAPTER V
DISTRICT OFFICER

After holding temporary charge of two Districts,
namely Bankura and Balasore, for two months each,
Romesh Dutt was placed in 1883 in charge of one of the
heaviest Districts in Bengal, Backergunj, on a long-term
basis. The attention which this appointment attracted
has already been noticed. Romesh Chunder took the ap-
pointment more as a challenge to prove the ability of
Indians to hold such posts than to vindicate his own posi-
tion. His term of office in this District lasted for two
years, and earned for him the approbation of the Govern-
ment. He was specially mentioned both in the Adminis-
tration Report and in the Police Report of the year for
the Province. Referring to the encomiums he had earned
from the Government, he wrote characteristically to his
brother :

"It gives me greatest pleasure that my successful ad-
ministration has been thus publicly recognised, becausfe
this was the first instance that an Indian district has been
administered by a native of India for about a year, and a
failure of this experiment would have been disastrous for
the prospects of our countrymen".

The successful administration of a heavy District by
an Indian was something novel to the British rulers of the
time who had convinced themselves that Indians could not
discharge such responsibilities. The then Viceroy, the
Marquess of Ripon, sent for Romesh Chunder, expressed
his high appreciation of the work done by him and said:
"I sent for you as I wished to see you and know you, be-